








52Editorial

Your Right, Your 
Voice, Your Vote!

Something that needs to be said, Out Loud!
by Terry Kozloff
      Domenic Console

...a huge surge of voter registration 
and Election Day votes by people with 
disabilities! by Natalie Valencia
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It is either something people think about and won’t say out loud because the political conse-
quences are frightening and the risk vs. benefit deemed too great; or it is something never 
thought about at all.  Either way, we as a society find reasons to look the other way.  

It continues to be disheartening to be close observers over many years of what adults with 
disabilities have available to them in their home community in the name of “doing something 
meaningful.”  It is disheartening to know that for many people and programs the spirit of 
“inclusion,” and “integration,” amount to nothing much more than sorting through garbage in 
the name of “recycling;” driving around for endless hours in a company van sitting in the third 
bench seat from the front with no social interactions, adults coloring in a child’s coloring book 
picked up for a $1 at the Dollar Store to pass time, wandering in large buildings with dozens 
ofof other people without shoes and without a jacket on a cold day; and most certainly a 
person’s dignity is lost and forgotten when day after day they are fed by a person whose 
efforts seem cold while wearing plastic disposable gloves, never speaking, never asking if the 
food  they are putting in another’s mouth is appealing—no wonder the plate goes flying 
across the floor.

Somehow it is easy to not know, to look the other way, to unwittingly marginalize people—but 
hard to delve into the soul of people whose speech is impaired, whose physical abilities 
include pushing their wheelchair, or whose IQ does not meet society’s standards.  It’s too 
hard to spend time to discover the wealth of gifts that lie beneath.
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Anything easily found isn’t worth discovering.  

by Terry Kozloff
      Domenic Console
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